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INTRODUCTION

With the aim of creating a definitive standard, considering the situation in the population
and taking necessary selection moves, we have organized a measuring and created a
zootechnical study on the Bulgarian shepherd dog.

The exterior parameters were measured in Sofia, PazardZ and Haskovo. All measured dogs,
males and bitches, were older than 9 months and healthy, as per observation.

All measurements were conducted by one person, so the risk of subjective errors was
reduced to a minimum. The measurements were done according to the standard
zootechnical methodology, and the data were processed by common mathematical-
statistical methods.
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Body indexes (N=80)*

Index
Back height 95-96
Croup height 98 - 102
Tail set height 87 -93
Hock height 21-28
Elbow height 47 - 56
Knee height 42 - 56
Prosternum height 61-77
Body format 105-117
Chest depth 39-48
Chest width 23-139
Girth 106 - 123
Boniness 16 - 23
Pelvis length 27 -33
Pelvis width 8-18
Sit bone width 6-16
Head length 36 -44
Skull length 58 -59
Muzzle length 41 -42
Skull width 42 - 56
Muzzle width 23-29
Muzzle depth 31-38
Ear length 46 - 53
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